
 
 

 

Press Release: 

sdv4(e)u: Innovative SDVcluster launches to strengthen 
collaboration on software-defined vehicle R&D in Europe 

The newly established cluster sdv4(e)u announces its official launch, introducing CODE4EV 
as its founding member, and welcoming its first cluster member, HAL4SDV. The initiative 
aims to push scientific excellence and maximize impact for EU-funded software-defined 
vehicle (SDV) initiatives across the automotive ecosystem.  

The strategic importance of Software-Defined Vehicles 

The automotive industry is undergoing a fundamental shift as software becomes the core 
driver of vehicle innovation. By integrating advanced software systems, SDVs offer 
enhanced innovation, efficiency, and customization, allowing manufacturers to adapt 
quickly to changing market demands and consumer preferences. According to the 
Software-Defined Vehicles Adoption Report 2026, 45% of automotive OEMs and suppliers 
now rank SDV transition as their top strategic priority, ahead of autonomous driving and 
electrification1 and with the SDV market projected to reach USD 633.85 billion in 2026, the 
shift toward software-centric engineering marks one of the most significant inflection 
points in automotive history.2  

About sdv4(e)u 

The Software Defined Vehicle Cluster brings together EU funded initiatives with a shared 
mission to push scientific excellence and maximize impact through joint dissemination 
activities across programs and beyond individual project boundaries. The cluster operates 
as a loosely organised community built on mutual understanding, while remaining closely 
connected to two main driving forces: science and impact. 

Through coordinated efforts, the cluster promotes high quality scientific exchange, 
including joint publications, position papers, business cases and activities that strengthen 
the international dimension of European SDV research. By combining expertise from 
multiple initiatives, the cluster increases visibility, accelerates the uptake of results and 
contributes to Europe's leadership in software defined mobility. 

Voices 

“The shift toward software-defined vehicles demands not just innovation, but collaboration 
and impact. With this sdv4(e)u cluster, we are pushing for scientific excellence beyond 
projects and initiatives to support the impact we are generating.” 
Valentin Ivanov (Technische Universität Ilmenau, Germany), coordinator CODE4EV 

 
1 https://iot-analytics.com/product/software-defined-vehicles-sdv-adoption-report-2026/ 
2 https://www.futuremarketinsights.com/reports/software-defined-vehicle-market 



 
  

 

CODE4EV is a selected project from the 2ZERO partnership. Funded by the European Union under Grant Agreement 
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Founding Member: CODE4EV 
http://www.code4ev.eu 

The Horizon EU 2Zero project CODE4EV aims to accelerate the development of electric 
software-defined vehicles (SDVs) by establishing a collaborative development framework. 
This framework will support the design, production and operational phases of electric 
vehicles (EVs) by demonstrating its application through selected Use Cases relevant to 
emerging and future SDV architectures. 

 

First Cluster Member: HAL4SDV 
http://www.hal4sdv.eu 

HAL4SDV – Hardware Abstraction Layer for a European Software Defined Vehicle is a Chips-
JU funded research and innovation action. The project aims to advance European solutions 
in the next-generation software-defined vehicles (SDVs) by anticipated advancements in 
microelectronics, communication technology, software engineering, and AI to tackle the “4 
Ss: Systems, Safety, Security and Software”. The project is ready to shape the future of 
mobility, secure Europe’s leadership in the automotive sector, and drive progress toward a 
more connected, efficient, and environmentally conscious future in the automotive sector.  

 

Contact 

sdv4(e)u organized by CODE4EV 

Ingrid Armengaud 
Armengaud Innovate GmbH 
📧 office@armengaud.at 

🌐 Website: www.code4ev.eu/sdv4eu  
🔗 LinkedIn: to follow  

 

 

 

 

  


